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NEWS

Asimov Shockwaves

Isaac Asimov’s SF Magazine, August
issue, will contain the last editorial written
by the eponymous writer, whose death
has dealt a severe blow to many publish-
ars who had books or series connect ed
with the Asimov nams In proparation.
IASFM will, however, continue to use that
title.

Caped One is Back

Batman Returned on June 18 and took
$2m on its first night at late-night screen-
ings. Although they were seeing the com-
plete {ilm for the {irst time some fanswere
already dressed in the stylised Catwo-
man and Penguin costumes worn by Mi-
cholle Ploltfer and Danny DoVito.

Pratchett Bestseller

Small Gods, by Terry Pratchett, remains
top of the Sunday Times hardback be-
stseller list, followed by the alternate-his-
tory nove! Fatherland, by journalist
Robert Harris. Attack of the Deranged
Killer Mutant Monster Snow Goons, the

Inverted Comments

“From time to time it crosses my
mind that | might run out of ideas,
but the reverse side of that is that
the work is naver, finished; it's like
having homework forever.”

Gary Larson, creator of The Far
Slde.

“| want to get back to an older type
of storytellln , where you can have
Death as a character and people
will balieve it. If that's tantasy, then
fair enough.”

Terry Pratchett

‘| get interesting reactions from
Jeogle when | have that whip in my
hand."

Michelle Pleiffer

latest Calvin and Hobbes opus by Bilt
Watterson, has been in the middle of the
top tan general list for over a month.

Large SF Contingent Supports
Libraries

This year's meeting of the American LI-
brary Association, In San Francisco, fea-
tured a workshop with Anne McCaflrey,
Frederik Pohl, and Stephen Donaldson.
Other contributions to the event were
made by Kim Stanley Robinson, Ka-
therine Kerr, David Brin, Marion Zimmer
Bradley and others, in what was the lar-
gest gather Ing of sf authors in one place
since TrinCon.

MEDIA

Alien in a Box

Fox Video have produced an
Allen/Allens Tripte Pack, containing “the
actual filming of key scenss® from Allen®
in a limited edition video, along with
tapes of the first two movies (aithough
not, apparently, in widescreen format).
The boxed sat costs $40, and should be
available here in the autumn.

Highlander on TV

The Highlander tv serles will star Chris-
topher Lambert opposite such adver-
saries as David Bowle and Sinéad
O'Connor. There Is no sign as yet of the
Tales from the Crypt series making lts
way across the Atlantic. Meanwhile epi-
sodes of the show, which Is in its fourth
season, have been directed by such
people as Arnold Schwarzenegger, Ro-
bert Zemeckls, and Michael J Fox.

New Bono, Roddenberry Scripts

Bono, of up-and-coming beat combo U2,
has sold his first screan play, titled MII-
lion Dollar Hotel, to a production com-
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pany owned by Mel Gibson. Anather
screenplay doing the rounds is ons
called The Nine, written by Gene Rod-
denberry and Jon Povill. It is based on a
true story about a team of expens inves-
tigating an alien contact.

Movie News

After six weeks on release in the UK Hook
holds the top spot at the box office, hav-
ing taken £12m. Top sf movie in America
is Sleepwalkers, with a Stephen King
screenplay, which has taken $26.8m in
five weeks.

Other tilms to look forward to in the sum-
mer: Universal Soldier, starring Dolph
Lundgren and Jean-Claude Van Damme
as mechanically-improved Vietnam
vetorans; Butty the Vampire Slayer, a
teen horror starring Luke Perry; and Cool
Warld In which human cartoonist Gabriel
Byrne falls for two-dimensional Kim Bas-
inger.

In brief:

Attending a centenary party for J A R
Tolkien held in Madame Tussaud's in
London were 250 guests including Colin
Greenland, Barbara Cartland, Kylie Mi-
nogue, and Geolf Ryman...Fred Sabe-
rhagen is to novelize Francis Coppola's
film version of Bram Stoker's Dra-
cula..Darryl F Mallett has produced The
Work of Jack Vance: An Annotated Bib-
llography and Guide with Jerry Hewitt,
available soon from Boigo Press..Wide-
screen videos, that is films rereleased in
the original cinema ratios, now include
the Star Wars series, Allen, Dle Hard,
and Closo Encounters. There is a dis-
play widescreen tv showing these films in
the Xtra-Stcre at the top of Graftan
Street,

Awards round-up

The 1992 Hugo nominations for best
nove) are:

Barrayar, by Lois McMaster Bujold,
Bone Dance, by Emma Bull, Xenocldo,
by Orson Scott Card, All the Weyrs of
Pern, by Anne McCalfrey, Statlons ot
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the Tlde, by Michael Swanwick, and The
Sumuner Queen, by Joan D Vinge.

The winners of the British Science Fiction
Association awards, presented at Easter-
con in Blackpool, were: best novel: The
Fall of Hyperlon, Dan Simmons (Head-
line); best short fiction: "Bad Timing",
Molly Brown (Interzone, issue 54); best
dramalic presentation: Terminator 2:
Judgment Day; best artwork: Mark Har-
rison (cover, Interzone, issue 48}.

ISFA News
Chairman Resigns

In addition to the post of Publicity Otficer
there are now two more posts vacant on
the ISFA Committee. Brendan Ryder has
resigned, though he remains as Adviser -
see Letters section for more details;
David McKane, who contributed so much
to the professional image of the Associ-
ation last year has also had to resign, due
to pressure of work. So if you feel you can
help in any way please do contact us
immeodlately. For the moment the Asso-
ciation address and teleghone number
will remain the same as always - we're
really looking forward to hearing from
you!

SiEx '92

Artists please note that your bill is mount-
ing up (£1 per week per piecs) if you
haven't collected your work from this
year's showl Ring 934712 to arrange this
NOWI

June Meeting

A good turnout of about 50 had an enter-
taining night while we auctioned off the
raview copies we had in stock. This year's
questionnaire was. also handed out and
quite a few were returnod on the night. If
you didn’t get your questionnaire with the
last Newslettor it should be included in
this issue. Please do return it as it witl help
ug immonsely.



My first
meeting with
Isaac Asimov...

..left me gasping because he

handed me a figurative wallop
as soon as he clapped cyes on
me.

[ had just arrived at the Torcon in
Toronto in 1973 after a long overland
journcy from Ohio, and when |
watked into the convention hall, a
hearty man weanng a straw boater
vaas standing on a platform by the
door, talking fiftecn 1o the dozen like
an old- time carnival barker. As [ entered, he declared "Aad hiere comes
Tony Glynn, ali the way from England? Give him a big hand, folks.”

The boater was doffed in my dircetion, the big hand was forthcom ing,
and that of Dr Isaac Asimov was extended in my direction. Shaking it
bewilderedly, I thought thal Doc did, indced, have a stunning amount of
knowledge, as we had never et before.

He was acting as greeter on that occasion and all was revealed when [ saw
Marion Zimmer Bradley, a fricnd for many years, stand ing behind him.
She had secn me enter and put him up to it.

Asimaov was enjoying himsctf and the spirit of that encounter was in
keeping with my fecling about the old fandom 1 knew. There was a breezy
comradeship, a cheerful clinging together of the race apart which read
that peculiar fiction about bug-eyed monsters found between garish
covers which, sometimes, were only just respectable.

Not that Asimov was a run of the mill pulp hack. We know his importance
only too well: he was the kid who was sent off on his own lifelong questing
through reading the Gernsback Amazing; he blazed trails across galactic
vistas, but he started out as one of us and he remained one of us.

Perhaps I any wrong in writing of my most active fannish era in the paste
tense. | know that the old magic sense of wonder yet lives in new hearts
and ncw imaginations, but the passing of yet another of those whose
names we revered in the {iftics makes me reflect on the way they could
wrench away the narrow horizons of an often drab world and send our
imaginations soaring away (0 the stars and beyond. Isaac Asimov was one
of the giants amonyg that company, one of those reliable friends with
whose work you could hole up for a session of sheer reading enjoyment.
And you stood a farr chance of learning something into the bargain.

I suppose that as an atheist PDoc would prefer to have it said that he was
gitthered to the stars rather than to the bosom of Abraham. But
whichever way you want it, Doc, Shalom. You had the magic touch and we
loved you.

TONY GLYNN
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LETTERS

A Letter from the Chairman

Dear Michael
This is itl I've had It! I'm exhausted!

For the past four years | have been de-
lighted to help the Association reestab-
lish itself after a hiatus of some three or
four years. The heights it has reached
now are greater than any conceivable
at the outset and | belleve it has a
bright future in front of it: But the four
years | have been involved have ex-
hausted me - | now find my enthusiasm
waning: not for science fiction, not for
the ISFA, but for actually working onit.

So 1 am resigning both as Chairman
and from the ISFA Committee. It was
suggested to me that | stay on as Ad-
viser, a position which | have accepted
as it will not entail too much work! | be-
lieve fully in the aims and ambitions of
the ISFA and | will be doing what | can,
outside the committee, 10 ensure that
the ISFA continues successiully in the
future. | would ask all the members to
give their full support to the new chuir-
man and committes, as you have to
me.

Finally | would like to thank two people
in particular for thelr help while | was in-
volved with the committee: first, Bobby
Mcl.aughlin whose initial suggestion at
Eastercon 1988 led to the reforming of
the ISFA. Secondly, my wife Helen, with-
out whose encouragement | would not
have been able to achieve what | did in
working for the ISFA. Don't expect me
to fade away quietly though - | have a
few ideas....

Yours sincerety

Brendan J Ryder
Adviser, ISFA

Douar Editor

At long last | am able to join your tantas-
tic club. | am really looking forwaid to
the membership and its privileges!
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Unfortunatsly | have not been able to
contribute to the Aisling Gheal compe-
tition this year, but as I'm young yet |
should have plenty of time.

Meanwhile, my favourite author is Ray-
mond E Feist, next would come
Stephen Donaldson for the Thomas
Covenant Chronicles. | was wonde-
ring if you were sver in contact with Mr
Feist or Intend being in contact with
him. 1 myseif tried fan mail but I got no
reply - perhaps he was too busy on his
next book. If so he is centainly forgiven.

| also think David Gemmell and David
Eddings are fascinating writers. | also
like to read books with a certain histori-
cal aura to them. Some books on disas-
ters (true or false) are very inter esting
eg The Swan Song by Robert McCam-
mon. Anne McCaffrey's books are great
- but | can never find them anywhere!

Well | think I've prattied on enough and
had better Ist you guet on with your
work. Looking forward to the maga-
zines!

Bast wishes

Jennlter Winters
Drogheda
Co Louth

Concerning Aisling Gheal

(Continued from last month)

* If 1 tell you that a Mister Kamalanga
from Guatemala was in an accident,
you probably won't give a monkey's. if |
tell you that a member of yaur family
was involved in an accident, you'll at
least want to know which one it was,
and then you'll care or not as the case
may be. The reader feels exactly the
same way about your characters. If he
doesn’t feel he knows, likes, identifies
with them, or all or the above, you can
burn them, rnaim them, crucify them,
and you right as well be picking dal-
fodils for all anyone will care.



* The Cullen Metaphor Rule. This
defines a metaphor as "a way of de-
scribing a thing that may not be fainil-
iar to the reader in terms of a thing that
is",

"Deep as the ocean” was a metaphor
the first time it was used in 41 BC, but
nowadays It conveys no feeling of
depth whatsoever, and is merely an-
other way of saying “deep®. You must
imagine what is deep to your audience,
and what is in keeping with the mood
of the story. To describe somsthing as
“deeper than the hole left in a hull by a
bleading Alien" will go down well in an
sf story being read by film buffs, but
not in a sermon being read to mour-
ners at a funeral.

There is no limit to the imagination you
can bring to your metaphors, and no ex-
cuse for falling back on “rivulets of
blood®, “thunder of horses' hooves”,
“cold as ice", and all the other, erm, old
chesinuts. A metaphor can be a story in
itself, it can lighten or darken the
mood, slow down or quicken the pace.
But the ultimate purpose of a metaphor
is to make the reader say "Wow - That
is cold” or "Yep, I've smelled that
smell.” When was the last time you
read "he stood paralysed with horror*
and thought “wow - if he was paralysed
then it must surely have been a hoirible
thing all right"?

* Last But By No Means A Potato

If  had 1o say something to potential en-
trants and was only allowed one thing,

it would be "Science Fiction/Fan-
tasy/Horror cdloes not mean
Doom/Gloom/Gut-wrenching Philosop-
hical Meandserings (unless you're Clive
Barker)."

Lighten up! I'm not saying every story
has to have four belly-laughs and one
guffaw, but realism does not equal po-
facedness. Quite the reversae. If the char-
acters in your story were in real life,

how would they converse? Listen to

real people converse. You'll find that a
great deal of conversation is humour,
attempts to keep the moad light.

That doesn’t mean wisecracks. If you
want to know what it does mean, go
back and listen some more. s it al-

ways the words people say, or soime-
times the tone, the gestures?

No matiesr how inexperienced you
might be when it comes to writing,
there is one area of expertise that you
share with most of the people an the
planet - the ability to talk. Talking is
partly words, but if it was just words
then we'd sound like robots. You can
say the phrase "l like your dress" and
make it sound sincere, sarcastic, en-
vious, supportive, apologetic, threaten-
ing, just by stress and 1one. There are
parallels for all of those in writing. Any-
one can tell a story. It is the stress and
tone, the way you tell it, that deter-
mines how it will be received.

Michael Culien
Coordinator, Aisling Gheal 1991

Now that the postal strike is over
you have no more excuses not 1o
wrilc to us. [f you have any
questions we might be able’to
answer, such as "who draws those
great covess for Terry
Pratchent?”, if you want reach
other faps in your arca, advertise
your zine, or simply slart up a
controversy with a statement like
"1 think one Batman movic was
one 100 many®, then let us have it!

Write to the editor at the address
on the contents page.
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THEATRE

Dracula

Performed by the Dublin Shakes-
peare Soclety

1992 is the centenary of Bram Stoker's
45th birthday, and to celebrate this the
Shakespeare Socisty present Brendan
Ellis’ adaptation of Stoker's most famous
novel.

As | understand it, when reviewing plays
one never discusses the actual play itselt,
instead one talks of previous plays by the
director, political events and social
changes since the day the theatre was
buiit, and the general ambience of the
production. Well, | have neither a cravat
nor a book of poerns awaiting publica-
tion, so sod that. Presenting here the
original ISFAbog-standard review of Dra-
cula.

The City Arts Centre is small - A bijou
theatrette, it you will - But the production
of the play is so professional that several
scenes made me totally forget that the
stage Is only “six actars lying down"
across by “three actors lying down and

two chairs" deep. There is a scene in
Dracula's castle in which Harker linds
himselt unable to escape. Harker ex-
plores the entire caslle, up and down
stalrs, along corridors, pausing at locked
doors, past the snooker room, looking
out of windows, and so on. And all this is
done with a few candlesticks, three mem-
bers of the chorus and one very parsua-
sive actor. Cool.

Dracula himself is playsd by Klaus
Hasssl, the tallest person in the troupe - |
think this may be type-casting of some
sort, but he nevertheless puts in quite a
powerful performance. The only thing
wrong was that he didn't have fangs. |
was most disappointed, but | suppose it
would have made the play a little 100
cheap.

Van Helsing's part has been somewhat
reduced to fitinto the play, and he sesms
to spend much of his time shaking hands
with Seward and Harker and saying
things along the lines of “| must leave
you, may the Good Lord watch over us”.

Sharon Cromwell, who appeared in the Gerry Stembridge-directed Dracula, which
was adapted by Brendan Ellis, and finished its run in the City Centre last week.
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Sean Murphy, who plays the part of Van
Helsing, does a splendid job when the
play allowa him to stay around for five
minutes without rushing olf to Amstor-
dam. One small quibble here - I'm not
totally certain, but | seem to remembaor
Van Helsing telling Soward to watch ovar
Lucy as he mustleave for Amsterdam but
will roturn in the morning. Quick travel-
ling that.

The partof Lucy is played by Ninmh Daly,
and within seconds of the play opening
she is staked through the heart. "Oh", |
thought. "l do hope sha's not galting paid
by the line". But luckily Niamh gels a
chance flesh out the character as her
story is told through flashbacks, so she
has the novelly of getting a stake through
the hoart a coupla ol timas.

Dr. Seward and Jonathan Harker are
played by Niall Murray and Jonathan
Rydor respactively. Both play their parts
extremely wall, though by the end ol the
play | was gatling so annoyad at Harker's
whining that | wanted lo go down on
stage, slap him and shout “For God's
sake, manl Get a grip on yoursslf or all is
lostt*

The star of the show was indisputably
Steve Curran, in the part of Renfield. He
scared the crap out of ma. Most convinc-
ing indeed. He were magic, he wore,
especially in the scenes wilh Seward.
Like Van Helsing, his part was reduced
quite seriously for tho play, diminishing
his connectlon with Dracula to almost
nothing.

Tho story is told in a disjointed way - most
of the lirst half (plays sornetimes have an
interval so you know that you're nol
watching a movio} is played with flash-
backs and scones lrom Harker’s journal.
Confusing at first, it quickly becomes fas-
cinating to walch the story build up. I'va
never read the original book, so | can
safely say that this works very well in
getling the story across.

All in all, a great play. We left the theatre
with our blood well-and-truly curdied.
With luck there'll be another run in the
near future, il that happens | strongly
rocommend it as a night out.

When I first went to see Hook, | came out
wishing { could fly, but after | saw Dracula
I came out wishing that | was really tall

with a big, black cloak and fangs and a
castle in Transylvania.

- Michnal Carroll

TELEVISION

Gimme the Twilight

Baing unnaturally attracted to all things
technical, it was no surprise that | fancied
a bit of televislon. My TV once asked me
out on a dale but, keeping my remote
conltrol, | turned it down. I'm saving my-
self for a Sony with Teletext, though I'm
tampted to rant ono for the night, just to
seo what it's like. But wouldn't ronting
cheapen the relationship? | want it to be
more like Mr Strong. A huge commit-
mont.

Pracariously 'orgetting about the pig's
head cooking in my second-hand micro-
wave, (the provious owners had odd
pangs), | decided to view The Twilight
Zone. | turned on the Bush with warmed
hands (never fails), and drew up a com-
fortable hypermarket plan. Coinciden-
tatly, the colour broke on the TVthoe same
moment the programme started. Unper-
turbed, lremained in my seat as the lights
began to dim and the last chance to buy
an albalross drifted from my options.

Friday's episoce was "Nlick of Time~ star-
Ing Wilifarn Shatner. You might've seen
some of Mr Shatner's award-winning
works, but | doubt it. For some reason, it
saomed to be about a superstitious guy
who boelioves a Fortune Tsller Machine is
accurately fornseeing his future, sud-
denly he decides it's just a coincidencs,
and buggers oft. Desplte boing an ar-
chaic word for nipple, Pap is too strong a
noun, but under the circumcisers, it's not
strong enough. Bollocks, now there's a
word.

To be tair, Saturday's "Death Ship” was
much, muchworse. Afifteen minute story
padded out to fill forly-six minutes of
solid slop non-action, Due to disinterest,
I'm not going to go into detail. Take my
word for it, by reading this unbiased tran-
scription from the episode:
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Man: Hey, there's an identical craft as
ours crashed aver there on this alien
planet, and on board are humans
that look Just like us - only they're
dead|

Quincy MD: There must be a logical ex-
ptanation*

To be, for a moment, Saturday’s was a
ridicule on logicality, as Friday's was on
illogicality. lf ridicule is too strong a word,
good. The friction was so great between
the poor script, acting and production, |
could almost smell the burning flesh. |
tound these so entertaining, my head
exploded (please refer back to the
seventh sentence, if you don't find the
punchline contrived enough}, and | look
forward to stapling weights to my paps
real soon.

Hod Serling deserves all the credit Ein-
stein never got. After all, they both
worked with formulas.

The forthcoming pasta plug is deliber-
ate. The Sony Teletext TV plug is wired
correctly.

Qddly, Simon Websler watches The
Twhlight Zone every Fri 1.20-1.50am
and Sat 12.40-1.35 am, Channel 4. He
eats pasta every Monday, Wednesday
and Saturday.

*words may be changed due to copy-
right restrictions.

VIDEO

Ever wandered around a video shop for
an hour trying to pick something that
would please everyone, then come home
with Hardware? s a bear Catholic?

As a service to our readers, in the hape
that perhaps we can save someone
somedays from being curious about
Hardware, we offer this palmtop guide to
those titles that you've often passed by
on the shelf and wondered about, then
decided against because lhe last time
you acted impulsively you rented
Hardware.

The next time you go to your video store,
don't lug around Leonard Maltin, trying
to sneak a peek at his 1000-page com-
prehensive guide to everything. Take this
pagae, hiddon up your sleeve.
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Horror:

The Thing - £ £ - Morae frightening butless
interesting than the original.

Hardware - | was curious, and | got it.
Now 1| take anti-curiousity pills. A guy
getting chopped in haif? Yes, I've seen
Omen Il too.

Science Fiction:

Soinetimes They Como Back - £ £ € -
One of the best recent King adaptations,
although it still sutfers from Unconvinc-
ing-King-Movie-Endings sydrome. Re-
stores some faith In his screenability after
the uneventful Golden Years.

Timescape - £ £ £ - From the writer of
Warlock, another time-bending adven-
ture, this time set in small-town America.
Strong characters, a sense of purpose -
all the things a $100m-budiget can't buy.

Fantasy:

Ghosgt - £ £ € - Ignore the fact that
this was the monster hit of 1990 - it's
just an old-fashioned out-of-bedy ex-
perience, with Patrick Swayze doing
the Guy Naimed Joe-routine. Stunning
eflects, and excellent peiformances.
You're right, it's too good to be st.

Guide to Symbols

LLL - Worthseeing as a
new release, or even buying

£ £ - - Youcould casily
wait until this gets cheaper
and not fecl like a social
outcast

£ - A good oldice, but
pay full price only if you're
desperate

No rating - Bargain-bin
time!




Konvention Korner

Convention Report -
Incounsequential (22 - 25 May '92)

Inconsequential was organised by the
same people who bring you Tales from
the Broken Drum (a wonderfully wilty
magazine that's rather like PFJ - but
only in the sense that it's wonder{ully
witty). Robert D. Elliott, Leonia Mooney
and Michael Carroll attended this most
enjoyable of occasions, and here Rob
and Mike (who adds his comments in
parentheses) preseant a con report.

Derby, in case you were wandering, is
one ship and two trains away. Or three
trains if you get off a stop too early {Ac-
tually, Rob, that wasn't our fault - we
meraly tollowed the instructions of that
BR guardsman-type chap). The journey
took eleven hours, and we arrived in
the Aston Court Hotsl, Derby, at 5:00
the day betore conventlon, We logged
into the hotel, found the rooms to be
very small, and went for a pizza. By the
way, small hint: don't go into an Eng-
lish pub and ask for a Ballygowan, a
Club Orange and a Club Lemon. You'll
get a lemonade and two blank stares
with Iice (That's not true - you only get
ice if you ask for it).

The convention apened officlally on the
Friday night (we met the Inconsequen-
lial people on Friday morning, and
spent the day heiping them sel every-
thing up), but the fun didn't really start
until the following morning, when the
panels and video roorns got under way.

| didn't catch much of the videos (Il did -
I cleverly volunteared for gopher duty in
the video rooms), but the seolection was
great. As well as obligatory unshown
Star Trek episodes, the two video
rooms showed such classics as The
Clangers, Samurai Pizza Cats, Magic
Roundabout, The Muppet Show to
name but a few. It wasn't ali kiddies’
programs, however, the spacial "Vi-
olence” night showed a few of the moare
graphic films, and a number of double

bills such as Alien/Aliens (spacial edi-
tion, natch) and the two Bill & Ted films
(these two were so popular that the
room was totally crammed with people -
I almost callapsad {rom the heat).

The two programming streams were in-
teresting, to say the least. As well as
such panels as a Bigotry Workshop and
New Wave SF and Other Weird Shit,
thera were a number of highly entertain-
ing itemns, such as the Terry Pratchett's
trlal for Writing Without Due Care and
Attention, the athelsts' chursch service
and the sumo wrestling. The toga party
was a great success, and although not
on the programme, Robert Rankin's
room party is bound to become the
stuff of legend, especially the bit about
the Jacuzzi (my favourite was the live-
action spelling bee. 'twas a really hot
day when we stood in a line attemptling
to spell words such as Obi-Wan Kenobi
- anyone who misspelled a word re-
ceived a wet sponge in the face. Myseil
and Rob werae the only two to emerge
unsoaked).

Robert Rankin

It's very annoying writing a conrep like
this without mentioning a list of what
wrong. However, very little did. The soft
drinks were a tad expensive, but | don't
know what the standard English price
is. The dealers' room was small, but
this may have been a factor In sending
more people to attend the panels - a
not atypical remark was that people
were at more panels at this convention
that neariy all their other conventions
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comblned. Certainly this was the case
with me.

(Possibly the most enjoyble part of the
con was breaklast with the GoH on the
last day - me, Leania and Rob woro
quletly musing over the muesli and con-
templating our corn (lakes whon Mr.
Rankin approached and asked to Join
us. He expressed his groat love for all

things lrish, and thankod us for the bow-

ing and scraping we performed over
the course of the weekend)

This was a small convention; al any
one time there were no more than
ninety in attendance. There is litlle
doubt that everyone who attended will
have plans for attending Inconsequen-
tial Il should It ever be held.

Upcoming Conventions

03 - Oclocon ‘92, 16-18 October,
The Royal Marine Hotel, Dun Laog-
haire, Dublin, Registration (until
Sepl 1) Atlending £13, Supporting
£6, Junlor (under 16) £6. GoH Orson
Scott Card. Other confirmed guesls:
Gill Alderman, Graham Andrews,
Catherine Brophy, Diane Duane,
Martln Dully, Nicholas Ernmelt, Ka-
therlne Kurtz, Scott McMiltan, Annp
McCalfrey, Peler Morwood, Geoll
Ryman, Michael Scolt, James
White. “Green” theme and a Tolkien
celebration. Progress Report 1 now
avallable 1o members only. Mem-
bership elc avallable from O3, 30
Beverly Downs, Knocklyon Road,
Tem pleogue, Dublin 16. Telophone
934712 anytlme.

186 Beneluxconvantio - Hillcon NI
27-29 Movember 1992

Guest of Honour : Peter Schaap (inter-
national GoH 1o be announced).

Fan Guesta of Honour : Johan-Martijn
Flaton & Jo Thomas (editora of the Jo
Jo Interseclion)

Contact Address : Hillcon I, Kittor 5,
1186 WH, Amstelveon, Nethailands.

Attending Rales -

Adulls : 52,50 Childien : 20
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ConSept : Fun & Fantasy Convention
Provisional dales : 25th - 26th Sept. 93

Commilles :
Bobby Maclaughilin
James Crook
L.eonia Moonoy
Michael Carroll
Thoreaa O'Conno
Contact Address :
33 Wasllington Lano, Dublin 4

More information will appear in the
next ISFA Nowslettor.
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REVIEWS
by Brendan Ryder

Ovar the past white I've been sampling a
wide range of short fiction, from the pro-
fessional to fan writing at its worst. First
the professional:

| haven't read an issue of Interzone for
quite some time, and | was reasonably
pleased with what | found in the February
1992 edition. There are seven short
stories, two by Big Names (Watson and
Ballard , ashort lefters column, two inter-
views (Tom Holt and Lawrence Sutin)
and two review sections - one on tv/films
and the other dealing with books.

Of the stories Watson's is excsllent, Bal-
lard's short and humorous. The lesser-
known writers provide a mixed bag - 'Not
of this World' by Don Webb reminded me
of an Asimov story, but was worth while
nonetheless; 'The Big Yellow Car' by
Diane Mapes and 'Desiroy All Bralns' by
Paul di Filippo were unusual and interes-
ting, very Interzone, and the remainin
two were forgettable, being 'The Circle o
Stones' and 'The Blackness' by Chris
Beckett and David Redd respectively.

A week alter reading the magazine |
could reamember all but the [ast two
stories - not a bad recommundation. Art-
work throughout is of a highet quality
than | usually associate with Interzone,
though one of the artists is uncredited.
Unfortunately, the lack of imagination in
integrating the artwork into the stories
makes it seem like it was added in at the
last minute. One story in Panqcular. ‘The
Circle of Stones', is badly laid out and
possibly suffers because of it.

But equal_I?r important 10 Interzone is the
quality of ifs reviews, John Clute has long
been considered Britain's foremost critic
- this column is one of his weaker etforts,
concentrating on just one book, but it's
worthwhile anyway. Mary Gentle follows
with an exceftent columnn traversing a
wide range of material including com-
ments on harg si, Women's PreSs, and
Clive Barker. Other_reviews are by Ken
Brown and Wendy Bradiey.

As a magazine it has a nice mixture of
fiction 1o other material, about 3:2, and
it's well worth the money overall - about
£3 here.

Territorles, volume one, number one, is
published b?l Glasgow fan McNair. Sub-
titled *The Sllpstream Journal' (which is
defined as the area of turmoil where any
two genres mest), the magazine says it
will deal with sf, slipstream, mainstream
and non-fiction. In the first issue is an
excellent interview with David Wingrave,
author of the Chung Kuo series, as short
story, two comic strips, and reviews.
What art there is is bold and interesting -
no intricate pen-and-ink wark here. ‘Nuls

In May' is a three-pags comic strip with
excellent art and an okay story, and
‘Bozos of Zonk' is a single-page Strip of
silliness.

The reviews sectionin particuiar is worthy
of mentian - very well-written, about inter-
eskmq books, it makes you long for more
time 1o read. | was very imprassed with
this first issue - It's slightly off centre and
something different.

it's phqtocogied (but neatly so), well laid
out, with 28 A4 pages. The design Is
interesting: two or three columns, pull
quotes, and clear {maybe a little boring?)
headings.

Available from:

McNair, 65 Niddrie Road, Strathbungo,
Glasgow, Scotland, G42 8PT. Price
£1.80.

The editor states that subscriptions will
start with Issue Two (I got my issue at
TrinCon).

| mentioned | wauld cover all types ol
material in this review section, and next
is writing of the most fannish type.

IDIC LOG 6 is a (Classic) Star Trek fan-
zing, the sole purpose of which is to tell
more stories about the characters every-
one knows and loves so well. It's publish-
ed by IDIC, one of the better Star Trek fan
clubs, who produce a number of difterent
titles reqularly - for more inforrnation
write to the address below.

With no design to speak of (it's A4 photo-
copied with one column per page and
vgr‘( little arl) the writing has to be of the
highest quality. Unfortunately that's not
the case. There are 14 pieces, of which
half are poarns, a couple are short short
stoiies, and five are storles of more than
four pages.
The poelry ranges from short appreci-
ations of Kirtk and McCoy 1o epics on ‘the
five year mission' and Kirk's x{eoman. As
fan poslry goes it's reasonable enough.
Ofthe fiction three stories are worth men-
tioning - Spock on Vulcan attempting to
achieve Kolinahr (‘Perfectly Loglcalg a
piece about Klik taking command of the
Enterprise after his brother George Sa-
muel was killed in action (‘Trust Re-
stored’), and the only truly Imaginative
piece, about dancinq swinglng plants
('Lady of the Night'). The rest are poor.
Overall the zine is of reasanable ciualltg.
ﬁood enough for a very quick, light read.
's available from:
Sheila Clark, 6 Craigmill Cottagss,
Strathmartine, Dundes, Scot land.
The price of the average zine ftom IDIC Is
about £2 - write for more details.
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Art and Fictlon Markets In the UK and
US, July 1992

UK

Far Point

The Editor

Victoria Publications
PO Box 47 Grantham
Lincs

NG31 8RJ

UK

(artwork especially atroclous - good op-
portunities for artists)

Interzone

Either of the following addrasses:
Les Mantgomerie

53 Riviera Gardens

Leeds LS7 3DW

UK

or

David Pringle
217 Preston Drive
Brighton

BN1 8FL

UK

(Story submissions in the 2000- to 6000-
word range, should be sent singly and
sach one must be disposable and ac-
companled by two international reply
coupons. No guidelines re art: generally
good, worth a'try.)

The Lyre

Nicholas Mahoney
275 Lonsdale Avenue
Intake

Doncaster

S Yorks

DN2 gHJ

UK

(Regular fiction competition with £100
prize money, fiction paid for at rate of
1/2p per word. No guidelines re art: art-
wark in the only issue l've seen was poor.)

New Moon

1, Ravenshoe
Godmanchester
Huntingdon
Cambs

PE18 8DE

UK

(First issug was excellent, both fiction
and art. Second issue appeared in
January which | haven't seen)
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USA

The Ultimate Zomble, The Ultimate
Witch

c/o JOhn Batancourt

37 Fillmore Street

Newark

NJ 07105

us

(current needs: Original zombie and
witch switchcralt and magic) stories from
2000 to 10,000 words {(but preferably
unders 5000 words), gsychologlcall
strong character- rather than splaf-
driven. If you want to see what the books
will be like, read The Ullimate Wercwoll,
Dracula, and Frankenstein books.
Reading until 1 November, 1992.
Payment: 8c per word

Reporting time: 3 woeks, longer it it's in
with a chance.

For more details see Science Fiction
Chronicle, May 1992)

There Will Be War, Volume Xl: Battle
Drums

John F Carr, senior editor

J E Pournelle & Associates

3960 Laurel Canyon Boulevard, #372
Studio City

CA 91614

USA

{Current needs: st stories with a militar
or combat theme. The focus of the boo
is war and combat in the future. We al-
ways need good essays on future war,
and sf war poelry. We welcome new
authors as well as established pros.

Payment rates: 3c to 8c per word for
originals

Reporting time: 90 days

This is the first of what will be an irregular
serles of lists which | hopo will encourage
writers and artists to submit material
abroad. Itis not meant to be exhaustive -
it you have any information which you
feal | should include, please contact me
at 934712 any evening. Alternatively write
to me at 30, Boverly Downs, Knocklyon
Road, Templeogue, Dublin 16.

BRENDAN RYDER

N



BOOK REVIEWS

STRONGHOLD

Melanie Rawn
Pan, 587pp, UK £8.99

I'm always wary of books that have rave
reviews all over the back cover. Stron-

hold seams to have been loved by Ma-
rion Zimmer Breadley and Anne
McCalffrey (both of whom seem to love
every book they read, {udgmg b?l the
amount of new books that have favour
able comments by them on the back),
while “Rave Reviews" (whether this is a
publication or merely a description, |
don't know) says that Ms Rawn doas tor
fantasy what Frank Herbert did for
sciance fiction. At this, alarm bells started
sounding. Comparing authors and
boaokslIsa waYs dangerous, and for some
reason the authors used for comparlsons
are always ones that | can't stand (Her-
ben, Tolkien, Donaldson...) So | picked
Stronghold up and began to read with
some trepidation.

This is a big book. Aweighty tome. Trade
{)aperback. nearly two inches thick, and
he best part of 600 pages long. Untortu-
nately, it doesn't have enoough story to
till 60 paﬁes. The story appears to centre
around the “ond of the world as wo know
it*, but it's and idea that's been done
before, and done bettsr, than Ms Rawn
does it. It doesn't help that the inhabi-
tants of Glasnevin Cemelery have more
lifte than her characters, her plot has
slightly less action than the University of
Limerick on a Sunday afternoon, and
Dolly Parton beats her prose hands down
in the style slakes [an interesting pair of
melaphors - Ed]. If I'd been the editor
reading this manuscript, it would never
have reached publication..

DORIAN GRAY

SURFING SAMURAI ROBOTS

Mel Gilden
Lynx 1988, Paperback, $3.95, 246 pages

This book suffers from a bad (or at the
least wildly inaccurate) sell-image. It
looks like one of those spoaof SF novels
that have begun appearing an our
shelves in recent years, and that image
does the book a great injustice.

SSR is & mildly humorous SF/dstective
novel, concerning Zoot, an allen from the
planet T'toom who conies to Earth in
search of a mystery. The inhabitants of
T'toom have been recsiving radio broad-
casts from Earth for a long time, and have
all adapted English as thaeir first lan-
guagse, thus convenisntly getting over the
usual communicatlon barriers. Zoot is a

Eoung chap who's very much influenced
y Philip Marlows, and balieves that he
could solve any Earth mystery as well as
Chandler's great detective.

So Zoot Wravels to Earth and lands in
Malibu, whera he immediately bafriends
a group of easy-living surfers. Whipper
Will, the leader of this tie-died band, isthe
inventor of a sort of psychedslic yogurt,
the secret to which Is sought after by a
local gang of bikers. The bikers chal]enﬁe
Whipper Will's group to a contest in the
upcoming surting championships, with
the proviso that if the bikers win, they get
the secrat of Yoyogunt, and if they lose
they'll leave the beach and never return.

Hmmm... )t all seems too easy, doesn't
it? Well, within hours all of our good sui-
fing buddiss find that their surling robots
{(nobody does any actual surfing them-
selves - they're all really laid back) have
been destroyed, and thare’s no way they
can buy any more; all the surfing robot
stores have been bought out of sfock by
some unknown party.

So Zoot decides that this is a mystery
worthy of his skills. The trail leads Zoot to
the Surfing Samural Robots company,
where they find that the owner of the
company has a little mystery of his own
he needs solved. And so the thick plot-
tens. With the aid of a robotic duck called
Bill and various other typical Californian
characters, Zoot solves the whale thing
just in time for the book to run out ol
pages. Closs one thal.l reaily enjoyed Mr.
Gilden's offering. It isn't totally hilarious,
norisit ve‘? lhoughl-provokmog, butit's a
good read and great fun. Usfinitely a
worthy purchase.

MICHAEL CARROLL

GREENMANTLE

Charles de Lint
Pan, 328pp, UK £4.99

This book follows along the lines of its
predecessar Moonhean introducing an
alternate world of wonder,_magic and
imagination for the reader. The plotis a
litle complex, but it invalves the main
characters living their lives in the modern
warld with its many problems, while
ttying to unravel the mysteries of the
ofherworld.
A ot of credit must go to de Lint for
creatin? two separate worlds and com-
bining them without making a mess of
the book. There is a lot of action to sup-
lement the wonders of the Other world,
o prevent overuse of the subject.
This is one book | could read and enjoy,
but at the and the subject of the book
eluded me. Was it famasx, a modern-day
thriller, a mixture of both, or somethin
else entirely? My only advice is 1o rea
the book and make up your own mind.

GER O'BRIEN
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Morgan Llewelyn

her bestselling novels which include The Lion of Ireland ,
Grainne, Bard, Druids, and On Raven’s Wing. On Tuesday,
August 4, the ISFA will host an evening with Morgan
Liewelyn [n the Horse and Tram, Eden Quay, at 8pm.

THE MASTER OF
WHITESTORM

Janny Wurts
Harper Collins, 448pp, UK £15.99 hb

How to describe Korendir, the Master of
Whitestorm? Muitl- faceted, many-
talented, he feels no task is insurmount-
able, no beast is invulnerable. He
escapes from seeminglx-hope!ess situ-
ations only to put himsalt into worse peril
by embracing the problems of others.

First he gains freedom from a paosition an
a slave galley. Then he hears of a blight
on the Kingdom of Torresdyr. A vengeful
wizard has stolen the wardstone which

rotected them. Many men had at-
empted to recover the stone. Many men
had been buried. Only Korendir was suc-
cessful, Armed with the reward from the
king, he proceeds to Whitestorm, where
even greater treasures are wailing. After
five chapters of the book, already enough
detail has been provided for an entire
novel. There are strange creatures, sle
mentals, witches and slavers over which
Korendir has prevailed. He proceeds to
build an Im&regnabla castle on Whites-
torm cliffs. He wants to gst awaé from
Mankind and all Its inherent problems.
He now has a reputation as a mercenary,
S0 various peq?le call on him tfor help.
The Master will only respond out of a
combination of altruism and desire for
financial and physical security.

You may wonder why he needs this?
Once the castle is buill it Is still not safe.
It requires magical protection, for which
he will need a wardstone from the While
Circle, governing body of the magicians.
His turther quests are to find some way
to persuade them to make or provide
such an item for him.
There are many reasons In his back-
ground as 1o the conflict between his
rastless nature and his desire for security.
| have to remain vague about this so as
nol to spoil the story. | found it fascinat-
ing, weli up to the standard of her works
in collaboration with Raymond E Faist. |
amn delighted to see that'she has a trilogy
. (C\écle of Fire) which I have not read, ana
I'll be on the lookout for more of her work.

CHRIS O'CONNELL
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BURYING THE SHADOW

Storm Constantine
Headline, 406pp, UK £8.99 pb

In the city of Sacramente strange things
are afoof. The Eloim find their numbers
dwindling due 1o suicide, the town-
speople tind their numbers dwindling
ue to the Holy Death, a sort of non-
death.

The Eloim are artists, playwrights, and
actors who live in one area of Sa-
cramente. They are only seen by their
patrons when not performing. They have
a secret which they do not wish revealead,
but tirne is running out for them, tor the
need the heIF of an oulsider, a soul-
scapaer (a soulscaper being a mind-doc-
tor). The Eloim fear their decreasing
numbers, as never before has any of their
race sought self-extinction; longevity is
theirs and none wish to part with it. But
an old enemy has reared its head. The
Fear is back.

The Eloim decide to guide a soulscape
trainee to prepare her for their mind, as
they have their own telegalhnc ability, but
unfor tunately it takes about 32 years for
the soulscaper to be experi enced
enough far the Eloim to use.

Storm has mingled two very good ideas
in the book, those of the mind vampires
and of the actual vampires whom they
are trying to eradicate. The prose in the
book is alittle too long for my liking, and
"P‘18 book itself could be about 150 pages
shorter.

Don't get me wrong, |liked the book, but
tthought it could be a little faster moving
and lass verbose.

RONAN FITZGERALD

MYTH-NOMERS AND
IM-PERVECTIONS

Robett Asprin
Legend, 200pp, UK £3.99

This is the eighth boak in the Myth series,
of which | had read the first two or three.
Reading any of the earlier books, how-
ever, is not necessary to make sense (of



soris) of this one. The basic story is that
Aahz, the friend and mentar of our hero,
Skeeve, has done a bunk (for reasons
best known to himself), and Skeeve de-
cides to go and un-bunk (de-bunk?) him,
This mission leads him into assorted
strange predicaments, such as being ar-
rested for fainting in a restaurant, and
getting drunk {(and rolied) in a dodgy bar.
Having read some of the earlier books in
the series, | approached this one wonde-
ring whether Asprin would turn out to be
like Piers Anthony, who's been repeating
himsel( since about the third Xanth book
or like Terry Praichett, whose Discworl

books just seem 1o get better and betler.
As it happens, Asprin follows neither of
these examples. He is neither as repeti-
tive as Anthony, nor as good as Pratchett.
If Anthony is the McDonalds of humorous
fanta sy (repelitive, and you're hungry
a?am tive minutes after leaving tha
Face), and Pratchett is a really good
talian pizza joint (good, filling, and fun),
then Asprin Is a bag of marshmallows -
mildly amusing but pretty insubstantial, |
enjoyed the book, but [ don't think I'd
bother buying it.

DORIAN GRAY

(F R P T S

U ES Tt

Fire Pattern

Bob Shaw
Gralton 1984, Paperback, 1.95, 208
pages

Yippeel Another Bob Shaw bookl I've
been looking lor this one for a long time,
and was lucky enougn to find a second-
hand copy in The Alchemist's Head last
waeok.

Uncle Bob is a great writer who some-
times doesn't write great. This is one of
those times. Fire Pattern is like some
other BoSh books (The Palace of Eter-

nity, Orbltsville Departure, Orbitsville
Judgement, The Fugitive Worlds, Me-
dusa's Children) in that It starts out as
one lype of book and ends as another.
Take Medusa's Chlldren, for exampile. It
starts as a strange semi-fantasy and ends
as pure SF.

Fire Pattern has our hero Ray Jerome (a
rough-and-ready journalist who used lo
be an eaneer and is much put upon by
his temale boss whom he secretly lancies
but daren't telle‘ mvesli%atm a case of
Spontaneous Human Combustion (for
more details on SHC ses The Fortean
Times June/July 1992). Jerome
becomes fascinaled with the details of
the case, and while checking through the
archives for details of similar cases no-
tices a seemingly trivial connection,
which twon't reveal here.

Damn. This Is one of those books that you
can't say too much about without giving
the whole thing away. So I'll skip fo the
concluding paragraph of this review.

Overall, a good read. Not very plausible
but the plot as a whole works rather well
within its self-imposed limitations. But If
you want a really good Bob Shaw book,
read Night Walk, or The Ragged Astro-
nauts, or Orblitsvllle, or Who Goes
Here?

MICHAEL CARROLL

Note to Revlewers

Please ensure when submitting re-
viaws that you ingclude the ltle and
author's n_nme,lprlc_a, langthin pages
and publisher i posgible, and your:
own:nama:itls alsnadvisable o glve
a contact number sa lhatd ;

be checked, if necassary
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A‘;; This first entry for the Drabble Competltiono <
WL/ (ocomes from J R R Hartley, Glastonbury.

R .';v

ord of the Flies

-
*What woumau say,” asked Prenyda with a gentle flap, "i
I told you I had dreami of a world where there were c\c/:opld
like us, but without wings, earpoints or grab-tocs? Where
Fcopl_e did not perch or nest, but walked on hind legs,and
ived in stone broods?" : -
*I'"d recommend,” said the nest-mother, “that vou .ppl
yourself to work, and leave thos€ thoughts to children,
But Prcn?'da's dreams contifucd, and one day she alighted
on the tallest oak in the forest and took out a carbon-stick
and some flat stones. And that was how the first humantale
s written. e e »
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Due to the postal strike, sort of, it has
been declded to leave the ]udglng of
the Drabbles until the next Issue, We
hope that these two entrles wll! have
got you thinking. Remember, even If
you don't win there Is stlll the honour
of getting your work in printll

ISFA Newsletter  July 1992 19



AL

el g
po ey ]

ﬂli! AL l‘ﬂ"g".le:i“a

The lihh Sclence flcflon Assoclatlon

1

Cument Membership Rates: £210
within Ireland.
Send a cheque or postal order 1o:

Membership Secretary
ISFA, 30 Beverly Downs
Knocklyon Road
Templeogue, Dublin 16

They trip off the tongue like -
weli, something really sticky.
Return to the 36th
Chamber...A Blauck Veil For
Lisa..Hardware..

Yes, we've all seen and passed
tLem, painfully, on the video
shop shelves, but have we
ever considered hiow much
thought goes into thinking up
such memorable phiases -
like ... 1ione?

Now you cen consign these
filras to the celebrity that they
deserve: nominate them for
our Worst Movie Title
Competition. The worst title
seeet to us, of a real movie, ut
the address on page 2, or told
to us ot the monthly meeting,
will win an unforgettable
prize whose naiure escapes
me lor the moment.

In your Newslettar next month:

Ramsey Cainpbell interviewed, plus the first
annual mega-quiz. Lots of prizes, and a
chailenge for SF trivia nuts.

Plus ail the usual features, news, and

reviews.

Cover art.

Private Asimov, prior to
deinobbing In 1945

by
Frances Haipin.
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